There are 4 factors that go into determining a household’s fuel benefit: income, household size, fuel type and
the type of dwelling.

Income/Household Size

The monthly income of the household and the number of individuals in the household is used to determine the
percentage of poverty. The percentage of poverty (see Fuel Tables-% of Poverty) determines the percentage of
the benefit (see Heat Cost Percentage table) the household is eligible to receive.

Fuel Tables - % Poverty

Household Income per Month as Percentage of Poverty based on Household size
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$3,748

$3,749
TO
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TO
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TO
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$4,945
TO
$5,343

$5,344
TO
$5,742

$5,743
TO
$6,140

$6,141
TO
$6,539

$6,540
TO
$6,938

$6,939
TO
$7,376

10

TO
$3,223

$3,224
TO
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$3,968

$3,969
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$4,440

$4,441
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$4,913
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$3,768

$3,769
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$4,041
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$7,317
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$8,407

$8,408
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$8,953

$8,954
TO
$9,499

$9,500
TO
$10,099




2019-2020 Heat Cost Percentage Tables

Table I Table IT
HH Income as Percentage Heating Cost

of Poverty Percentage
175-185% 27%
165-174% 30%
155-164% 33%
145-154% 66%
135-144% 69%
125-134% 72%
115-124% 75%
105-114% 78%
95-104% 81%
85-94% 84%
75-84% 87%
0-74% 90%

Fuel Type/Dwelling

The type of dwelling (single family, mobile home, or multi family) the number of bedrooms, and the primary fuel
type, determines the estimated amount needed to cover heating costs for the fuel season. This amount is
multiplied by the heat cost percentage from the table above to determine the actual benefit available to the
household.

Standard Heating Cost Tables

Multi Family Homes

Fuel Type 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 4 + Bedrooms
Natural Gas $ 923 $1,148 $1,373 $ 1,599
Propane $1,109 $1,728 $ 2,347 $ 2,966
Oil $2,124 $ 2,839 $ 3,553 $ 4,268
Kerosene $1,610 $2,223 $2,831 $3,435
Electricity $ 967 $ 1,060 $1,152 $1,244
Firewood, Wood | $ 1,085 $1,231 $1,343 $ 1,437
Pellets and Coal




Single Family and Mobile Homes

Fuel Type 1 Bedroom 2 Bedrooms 3 Bedrooms 4+ Bedrooms
Natural Gas $1,228 $ 1,454 $1,679 $1,904
Propane $2,141 $2,760 $3,379 $ 3,998
Oil $ 2,408 $3,123 $ 3,837 $ 4,552
Kerosene $ 2,300 $2,897 $3,494 $4,091
Electricity $1,692 $1,785 $1,877 $1,970
Firewood, Wood | $ 1,550 $ 1,604 $ 1,658 $1,711
Pellets and Coal

Minimum Benefit Level

Individuals who rent a room, have heat included in their rent, or have subsidized housing with heat included,

receive a benefit of $21.

Additional Factors

Two additional factors impact a household’s benefit. The first is a rateable reduction which is applied

consistently across all households. Typically, the rateable reduction is between 32% to 38%, meaning Vt
covers 32% to 38% of a households heating need. This amount is calculated each year based on the LIHEAP
block grant and the number of households projected to be eligible for a fuel benefit. The second factor that
impacts the benefit level is when an application is submitted. Households that apply at the beginning of the fuel
season receive a full benefit. Households that apply part way through the fuel season receive a portion of the

benefit based on the amount of heating months left in the fuel season.







